
“Where the sidewalk ends, Los Altos begins.”1  If my hometown of Los Altos 

(pop. 26,000) has a raison d’être, it is to not be Mountain View.2  Los Altos incorporated 

in 1952, after a campaign that implored voters not to let a town of single-family houses 

surrounded by trees give way to the horror of multifamily developments.3 

It has, at various points in its history, banned day workers (fittingly sending them 

across the street to stand in Mountain View),4 Halloween,5 gay pride6 and gas-powered 

leafblowers.  And it still has a law on the books aimed at gypsies.7  (Taco trucks have 

thus far barely escaped).8 

Los Altos’ isolationism also manifests itself in a general hostility towards bicycle 

projects.9  The city gave back money to extend an existing bike path to the Mountain 

View border, because of unfounded concerns about “criminals.”10  And it has so far done 

little to improve access to the Stevens Creek Trail, deciding instead just to put up signs 

that point to it.11 
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The highly educated population of the city earns an average annual income of 

nearly $190,000 per family.  The voters have been moving leftward in recent years,12 but 

the city’s leadership, at least with regards to environmental policy, has not kept pace.  

The city council recently rejected a county ordinance taxing single-use carry-out bags, 

claiming that residents could not afford the tax and that litter is not a problem in Los 

Altos.13  The city’s widely read newspaper continues to question both the existence14 and 

the causes of climate change15 and excoriate the city council for the little it might want to 

do about either.16 
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